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GMA JUICE AUTHENTICITY – 

RESEARCH PROJECT SURVEY
Phase II

TO:  

Technical Committee on Juice and Juice Products (TCJJP)
FROM:  
Beverage Ingredient Authenticity – Working Group
Dear TCJJP Member:

The BevCo working group champion (Susan Martin) and GMA staff would like to take this opportunity to invite you to participate in the second phase of our Juice Authenticity Research Project – Characterization of an “Exotic Juice”.  Phase I of this research project is in full swing now.  Currently, there are just 8 participating laboratories working on the Characterization of Acai.  We have received a few sets of data so far and it is apparent that not all laboratories are able to test for the full list of analytes to make this study as beneficial as it could be.  This is where you could step in help us with the analytical portion of the next research project.  

The focus of this research project is on the issue of economic adulteration, and that a potential market for adulteration in beverages could be in the “Exotic Juice” area.  There are a lot of emerging rare and exotic juices that many of you may already be using in your formulations or are considering for future products.  With the foundation of the beverage industry using filler juices in combination with such exotic juices, characterizing these rare ingredients may add value to GMA members.   In addition, this could be a great opportunity for us to help ensure GMA members that they are getting what they are paying for, since exotic juices are typically quite expensive and therefore easy targets for adulteration.  To initiate this process, we would like to engage and survey the TCJJP members for priorities associated with such exotic juice characterization research projects.  

This project will have following proposed technical approach: 
1) Collect authentic samples of these juices or juice concentrates and distribute to Authenticity WG participants/volunteers
2) Individually analyze/characterize the authentic samples according to the provided protocol
3) Submit data to GMA for collection and compilation of the data 
4) Draft report/white paper and provide to BevCo and research project participants.
We would like to continue our joint efforts with another exotic juice for this project and also ask for interested participants in this study. 
Please take a few moments to review this list of “Exotic Juices” and rank them from 0 – 5:
0 = ‘No Interest’, 1 = ‘Low Interest’, 2 = ‘Some Interest’,

3 = ‘Moderate Interest’, 4 = ‘Interested’, 5 = ‘Very Interested’

	EXOTIC JUICE
	RANKING

	Mangosteen
	

	Yumberry
	

	Goji
	

	Acerola
	

	Lychee
	

	Noni
	

	Dragon Fruit
	

	Soursop
	

	Kumquat
	

	Gac
	

	Cupuacu
	

	Elderberry
	

	Yuza
	

	(other, please specify)
	

	(other, please specify)
	


Please respond to the survey no later than Friday, October 9th so we can discuss the results during the next Bevco Conference Call (date TBD).  You may email or fax your results to the contact below.
Also, if you are interested in participating in this project, please contact Dan Howell to be added to the WG list.

On behalf of the Beverage Committee Authenticity Working Group,

Thank you for your time and attention!
Daniel W. Howell

Phone (202) 639-5931 or dhowell@gmaonline.org
Fax (202) 639-5991

Modified 9/11/2009




